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Editorial from the CEO
When I think about the kingdom work of making disciples
in all nations, it can often feel overwhelming. There is
just so much that needs to happen for the gospel to
be preached effectively. This includes training, cultural
awareness, resourcing, administration and member care.
Wycliffe just can’t do it all without the help of others.
However, just as we are called to bring our personal giftings to make up the
body of Christ with all its different parts, so as a mission organisation I believe
we are called to work together with other mission agencies to participate in
the Great Commission.
The apostle Paul knew the importance of working with others and particularly
with churches. To the church at Philippi he wrote: ‘I thank my God every time
I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because
of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.’ Phil 1:3-5 (NIV).
The church in all its forms will always be our primary partner.
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But there are so many other wonderful opportunities to partner with other
organisations that will make us all stronger together and reflect the body of
Christ in a broader context. In this edition, you will read of some of the beautiful
partnerships that are serving the work of making disciples: local partnerships,
training partnerships, working with schools, working with other mission
organisations, and ‘Partners in Hope’.
I hope you will be as encouraged as I am about what can be achieved when
we work together.
Max Sahl

Wycliffe Australia’s primary partner organisations

Wycliffe Bible Translators Australia is honoured to be working alongside other
organisations committed to sharing the good news of the gospel with the world.
This edition of Wycliffe Australia mentions just a few of our partners.
For information about Wycliffe’s partnerships, go to wycliffe.org.au/partners/
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Transformed by the Word

Partnership with God
by Lyn Wake

When my husband and I joined the
global Bible translation movement,
we viewed it as a great opportunity to
‘do something good for God’. While we
were correct on one hand, our incomplete
perspective needed transforming. Over
time, and in the company of inspirational
family and colleagues, we experienced a paradigm shift.
We discovered that Christian ministry is not about doing things
for God, but with him!
From the beginning, we have been designed for a loving
partnership with the Creator and Sustainer of the universe
– a partnership made possible through the redeeming work of
Jesus. God can work in any manner he chooses. Yet, incredibly,
he seems to delight in wrapping his infinite goodness within
the broken beauty of our shared humanity to achieve his good
purposes. Yes, partnership with God is his divinely chosen
modus operandi.

Partnering with Wycliffe

JOIN OUR TEAM!
Roslyn Nicolle is a people person. Her warmth and
compassion, combined with more than 20 years’
experience working with Wycliffe and SIL, have been
the perfect mix for her role as Personnel Manager.
Roslyn heads a team that welcomes, trains and
empowers new Wycliffe members for their various roles
in supporting Bible translation projects throughout
the world. During the early stages of the COVID-19
pandemic, her team helped to support those Wycliffe
members and their families who had to quickly leave
their countries of service and return to Australia.
This was quite an adjustment for many. Her wisdom,
encouragement and insights have been invaluable to
those serving in Australia and abroad.

Saint Teresa of Avila, a 16th century Spanish nun, is attributed
with the following poem. It describes in practical terms what
partnership with God looks like:
Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,
Yours are the eyes, you are his body.
Christ has no body now but yours.1

Roslyn’s impact on the National Centre has been such
a blessing. Wycliffe Australia is looking for someone
to be trained by Roslyn and step into the vital role of
Personnel Manager from early 2023. Could this be you?

May we all live into this God-ordained partnership – one that
will last forever and bear tons of rich fruit for his glory!

There are a number of vital roles that we
would love to fill and there are so many
opportunities to serve! It doesn’t matter what
your skills and experience are, God can use
you to support Bible translation!

Reflect: Where might the flow of partnership with God be
blocked in your life and stifling the fulfilment of your union
with Jesus?
Be transformed by the Word as you engage with: John 15:1-17
Prayer: Lord Jesus, we acknowledge that without you, we can
do nothing. By your Spirit, enable us to partner with you so we
can accomplish many glorious things together to bless your
world. Amen.

1. ‘Christ Has No Body’ by St Teresa of Avila c 1515-1582 AD

MORE

For more information about the role,
go to wycliffe.org.au/positions/

Applications Coordinator
Do you love working with people and supporting the
work of Bible translation? We are looking for someone
to take responsibility for the Applications section of
the Personnel Department. We require either a current
member or a volunteer with the right qualifications and
experience.

MORE

For more information, or to apply, go to
wycliffe.org.au/positions/applicationscoordinator/
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School partnership
bearing fruit
By Jeremy Dover,
Head of Biblical Studies at Waverley Christian College

Wycliffe Bible Translators Australia has partnered with
Waverley Christian College in Melbourne since 2019 to
support staff and students in understanding the Bible in
a deeper way. Our Biblical Studies program, like that of
many churches, has a strong biblical theology based on
the central gospel message of sin and salvation. There is
often a gap in students’ understanding of biblical truth and
its application in everyday life. We want to help students
understand that the Bible can be trusted, that its words
are inspired by God, and that they can trust in God’s plan
of salvation for their lives. Wycliffe Australia is helping us
to teach students to read the Bible in greater depth and
find richer meaning because they trust the words and the
reliability of their translations.
Wycliffe Australia is helping to train Year 7 students to use
their Study Bibles to read, engage with and understand
God’s Word.
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As part of their training, students explore introductions
to Bible books, cross-references that point to other Bible
verses explaining that section and the commentary notes
that give richer insight into Bible themes. Over 200 Year
7 students completed the program this year. Helen Sahl
attended the graduation and presented certificates,
encouraging the students about the work of Wycliffe
and the importance of having the Bible in the languages
that speak to our hearts. We pray that this will help them
experience the true character of God as he reveals
himself in the Scriptures.

Please pray:
•	that students will engage with God’s Word
and respond to his plan of salvation
•

for the Biblical Studies teachers

•	that young people will rise up and be trained
for the harvest field.

PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY JEREMY DOVER

PARTNERS IN HOPE
Mark and Lorene van Rossen have witnessed
firsthand the diverse range of member care
needs that individuals, couples and
families have after time in a different
culture, language, environment and
intercultural team.
The specific experiences are often
misunderstood by counsellors without an
understanding of what mission
work looks like on the coalface.
Mark explains:
Good help really helps but bad help is extremely
damaging. You can visit a regular counsellor or
psychologist, even a Christian one, but they don’t have
the knowledge or lived experience of what cross-cultural
mission is like. That’s why we have developed The Red
Sea Counselling and Member Care Centre (The Red Sea).
We need trained counsellors who ‘get it’, who understand
the tensions and potential pitfalls of life in ministry.
That’s our fuel for finding the right people to be working
here as well; not just those who are available but the
most suitable people, God’s people.
Wycliffe Today caught up with Mark and Lorene last year
when The Red Sea was in its set-up phase. Since then,
Mark, Lorene and the Board have been blown away by
the answers to prayer they have witnessed. Churches and
individuals have been keen to partner with them. The
Red Sea is now registered as a charity with Deductible
Gift Recipient (DGR) status in Australia. The next phase
towards opening its doors to clients involves sourcing an
appropriate building in Cairns and raising the funds to
lease, fit out, furnish and meet ongoing running costs
for the first 12 to 18 months. When clientele and funds
are more established, the vision is to work towards a
purpose-built facility.

Along with the partnership of Lorene, The Red Sea Board
members and supporters, Mark explains that a focused,
collaborative approach to mental wellbeing among mission
organisations is vital for the future of mission workers:
There are so many other areas we need to be
looking at to give people the tools they need
to continue the work to which God has called
them. Many people being sent out don’t have a
good theology of suffering. Have we prepared
them to be resilient? I’d love to see mental
health first aid as an integral part of training in all
organisations before people get sent out. There is still
so much stigma attached to mental illness. We can all do
better: the sending agencies, the churches, the receiving
agencies. I don’t see The Red Sea as being THE answer
but one player in the team.

Please pray for:
•	PEOPLE: ask God to bring the best people to join
as counselling staff.
•	SUPPORT: for $200,000 to cover the lease
and cost of running the centre for 12-18 months.
•	CONNECTIONS: Mark and Lorene would love to
connect with as many people as possible to better
understand the range of needs that still need to be
addressed in our mission communities.
MORE

Go to redsea.org.au/ for more information.

WYCLIFFE TODAY / Spring 2022 [5]

TREE TOPS LODGE:

a fellowship
forged in the skies

On 27 August, a small gathering took place to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Tree Tops
Lodge in Cairns.
Tree Tops was opened in 1992 as a joint venture between
Wycliffe Australia and Mission Aviation Fellowship Australia
(MAF). The two organisations purchased an old motel in the
tropical rainforest setting of Cairns, Queensland. Over the
years, a great deal of work has gone into renovating
the property into a peaceful oasis.
As current managers Mike and Shelley Nankivell explain:
Tree Tops provides critical support for cross-cultural
workers and their families serving in the South Pacific.
The underlying reason we are here is to bless them
with a safe, relaxing place to stay when they need it.
We want to make our guests feel special. It’s affordable
accommodation but it’s nice. This is a place of peace.
People know they can come here and just be themselves.

Kelvin goes on to explain the importance of organisations
supporting one another:
1 Corinthians 12:12 tells us that though we are many,
we are one in Christ. We are all parts of the body of Christ
working together and complementing each other to go
into all the world, preach the gospel, and make disciples
of all nations. SIL International and Wycliffe Bible
Translators work together to equip field personnel
with necessary skills in linguistics and supporting locals
to translate God’s Word into their own tongues. MAF
provides a logistics solution that enables organisations
to achieve their mission in what are often otherwise
unreachable communities where they are called to serve.
We are blessed to work in partnership to bring the story
of Jesus’ redemption to people of all languages, in the
languages they can understand and identify with.
Tree Tops Lodge is available to the Christian community
and, when available, to the general public.

The Tree Tops workers, volunteers and Board include a mix
of Wycliffe and MAF members. Yet the partnership between
the two organisations on a global level actually goes all the
way back to 1946. The relationship was forged in the skies
with MAF’s inaugural missions flight. The pilot was Elizabeth
(Betty) Greene who had trained in aviation during World
War II with the Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) team.
Betty’s flight was from Los Angeles, California to Mexico
City, taking SIL workers Ethel Lambotte and Lois Schneider
to join a translation team in a remote region. Betty then met
with Wycliffe/SIL founder Cameron Townsend, flying him
to ‘Jungle Camp’ in Tuxtla Gutierrez, Mexico.
This long history of partnership is something that excites
MAF Australia’s Finance Manager, Kelvin Maistry. For the
past two years, Kelvin has also been serving on the Tree
Tops Board as Treasurer. He spent years in corporate
finance roles but felt led by God to focus on kingdom
work and says it has ‘been a real joy to be a part of what
God is doing through MAF and its partners’.

[6] WYCLIFFE TODAY / Spring 2022

*Names have been changed for security reasons.

THE WYCLIFFE AUSTRALIA BOARD AND PARTNERS ON A RECENT RETREAT
AT TREE TOPS LODGE. PHOTOGRAPH SUPPLIED BY KATHY SNOOK

MORE

For more information about Tree Tops, go to
wycliffe.org.au/partners/tree-tops-lodge
For more about Mission Aviation Fellowship,
go to maf.org.au

Practical support

for the Pacific

Pacific Logistics was set up 12 years ago to
support the needs of Wycliffe and SIL members
and local translation communities located
in the Pacific region.
Wycliffe Today caught up with Martin Snook and Jude
Snelson to discover how the cargo flights they organise are
supporting Bible translation projects and gospel work.
How did Pacific Logistics start?
Martin: When my wife, Kathy, and I were in Papua New
Guinea, we discovered how difficult it was to source certain
items. We thought it would be a good idea to set up
something to get goods to where they were needed and
support Bible translation projects in a practical way.
Tell us a bit more about what you do:
Martin: We support PNG primarily, occasionally West Papua
and the Solomon Islands as well. We research where to find
the requested items and go shopping five days a week for
the orders people send in. We make up invoices. We send
pretty much anything you can think of! I also organise the
customs and aviation forms. There have already been 12
planes sent out this year and we usually send 2-3 cargo
flights per month (670 kilograms worth!)

There are also bigger items that cannot be sourced
overseas. For example, New Tribes Mission (NTM) is
putting together a water project and they can’t source
the right piping in PNG so we have to hunt that down.
It’s not the kind of thing plumbing shops are equipped
for so it takes a fair bit of effort!
How have you experienced the power of partnership
in your work?
Martin: Aside from Wycliffe members, we also look after
SIL, NTM and MAF and a whole bunch of small
organisations. NTM and SIL work together to share
their cargo flights so that enables us to streamline the
process. I really like the way the different organisations are
working together so we can just do one flight instead of
multiple flights. Having Jude on the team, and some great
volunteers, has also really helped to lessen the workload.
Jude: It’s just good to see that we’re part of Bible translation,
helping people stay on the field and getting things done for
language teams. We’re sending items to people so they can
continue working there for years to come.

Jude: I help Martin with the administration work and
setting up medical evacuations (medevacs). In places that
are too remote or mountainous, this is an essential service
for people to access.
Why is this service so important?
Jude: There is a lot of stuff that you just can’t get in PNG.
We send everything from toys to craft supplies to equipment.
Tools and parts for construction and maintenance or
medications and equipment for the clinic. Anything that
helps people to stay longer in the role and place where
God has called them. At the moment we have a ‘green’
(eco-friendly) toilet packed on the plane to help set up
a house in a remote village!

How can we pray for you?
Jude will be on home assignment beginning February
2023. Please pray for a suitable person to be trained and
to fill in for her for six months while she is away.

Martin: We ran cargo flights all throughout COVID
lockdowns. People couldn’t go in or out of the country
so we were able to buy children’s clothes, toys and
essentials. We’ve also done a few food drops for people
when they were in isolation. Whatever we send on the
plane arrives the same day. Nothing can get stolen.
PHOTOS SUPPLIED BY MARTIN SNOOK
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Launch 2022: preparing a new
generation of cross-cultural workers
By Sharna Steinert

Where do you look for training for what God is leading you
to do in the future? Who do you ask for advice?
SIL Australia (SILA) provides training in language
development and linguistics for people who are or will be
involved in intercultural work, either in their home country or
in another context. One of the key ways in which we do this
is through Launch, our four-week cross-cultural preparation
course. The training is usually held in summer but in 2021
and 2022 it took place during winter.

A further two students were also non-native speakers of
English, creating a diverse community of language and
culture. Everyone, staff and students alike, learns more in this
environment, becoming more aware of their own language
and culture as well as beginning to understand other
languages and cultures better.
We already anticipate having students from Malaysia, Papua
New Guinea, New Zealand and around Australia for our
next Launch course, which will be held in summer in 2023.
MORE

For more information, check out our website:
www.sila.org.au/launch

Many students who come to Launch are members of
Wycliffe Australia, or in the process of becoming members
of Wycliffe Australia. Increasingly, SILA is partnering with
more Wycliffe organisations in Asia and the Pacific.
This year, two of the students at Launch came from Japan
– one is already a member of Wycliffe Japan and the other
is in the process of becoming a member. Two students in
the Cultural Anthropology class remained in Vanuatu and
joined classes via Zoom.

BOTH IMAGES BY CHRISTINE BRODIE

Exploring culture together: Xplore 2022
By Melody Kube and Alan Rogers
Wycliffe, SIL and the Australian Society for Indigenous
Languages (AuSIL) partner closely with one another, and
other like-minded organisations, to support the work of
Bible translation in Indigenous communities. Earlier this
year, AuSIL ran a weekend camp for young adults. It was
the first year running it and we were all pleased with the
results. We could have staffed it entirely with AuSIL people,
but we sought representatives from CMS, Pioneers, AIM
and the Baptist, Catholic and Uniting Churches.
We talked about all sorts of things relating to missions
and the bush from the practical things that might come
up, like purifying water and tyre repair, to the spiritual and
theological issues of understanding calling and how to
share the Good News cross-culturally.
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We got good feedback from both leaders and campers,
and will be building their suggestions into next year’s
camp: 16-18 June 2023.

MORE

For more information about this event,
email alan_rogers@sil.org
For Alan’s extended article, go to
wycliffe.org.au/Xplore2022
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MinistryResourcing
What is Wycliffe Ministry Resourcing?
Wycliffe Australia’s Ministry Resourcing department seeks to support the work of our
members and organisational partners on the field. We are committed to building strong
relationships, with an emphasis on mutual respect, trust, collaboration and prayer.
Our three main objectives are to:
•

PHOTO BY ZEKE DU PLESSIS

•
•

work closely with national Bible translation organisations
under the Next Step Development initiative
support strategic partnerships with SIL International
support Australian members on the field with their project needs.

Working
together for a
brighter future

Water Tanks
Update - YMA

WYCLIFFE
RELIEF AND
DEVELOPMENT
FOUNDATION
PROJECT

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

Project 8877 (WRDF)

Wycliffe Relief and Development Foundation is
grateful for the ways in which national organisations
work with Wycliffe and SIL to provide a better future
for communities in need.
WRDF partners with reputable, local organisations
in regions of urgent need. With the support of the
Foundation, these partners deliver effective and
efficient assistance to communities disadvantaged
by natural disasters, economic hardship, crises, or
inadequate access to basic health care, clean water,
sanitation or education.
As always, we are encouraged by your prayers and
financial support. We invite you to continue sharing
in the privilege of being able to serve those in need.

by Greg Conwell, Wycliffe Relief
and Development CEO

Earlier this year, we shared about a Wycliffe Relief and
Development Foundation (WRDF) project supporting the Young
Missionary Alliance (YMA) to build water tanks and sustainable
water systems for a village in Papua New Guinea. We are
pleased to announce that the water tanks have now been fully
funded thanks to the generous support of donors! The YMA
team assessed the project’s viability in conjunction with the local
community leaders and purchased equipment, monitored the
installation and ongoing usage and usefulness of the water
supply. We are impressed by YMA’s leadership; the spirit in which
they took on advice and their initiative to lead this project. This is
a great relationship we hope to continue. Now the YMA team is
looking to help more communities achieve clean water security.
This project has reached its initial financial targets.
Watch for more opportunities over time.

Next Step
Development Projects

Wycliffe Relief and
Development Foundation
Projects

The mission of Next Step Development
is to hear and understand what God
has put on the hearts of our national
colleagues, and through prayer to come
alongside and support their vision and
strategies for Bible translation. Next Step
is currently working in close relationship
with Wycliffe Global Alliance partners
from PNG, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands,
Indonesia, Philippines and two
countries in South Asia.

Wycliffe Relief and Development
Foundation is a separate company
owned by Wycliffe Australia, which works
through local partners to improve the
practical aspects of life in marginalised
communities. We aim to demonstrate
Christian compassion and provide
practical assistance in literacy and
education, disaster relief, medical and
basic health support. Donations to the
Foundation are tax-deductible.

To see more Next Step projects,
go to wycliffe.org.au/projects/

For WRDF projects, visit the WRDF
website wycliffefoundation.org.au

Wycliffe Field Support
Projects
Wycliffe Australia is committed to helping
our field teams and the organisations they
work with to thrive and serve effectively
in their communities. Ministry Resourcing
can help with providing funding for
computers, village housing, travel costs,
delivery of training, consultants and
other services.
See more projects at
wycliffe.org.au/projects/

Multilingual Education
(MLE)Schools Program,
Democratic Republic of Congo

Project 8879 (WRDF)

WYCLIFFE
RELIEF AND
DEVELOPMENT
FOUNDATION
PROJECT

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE

It’s an all too familiar story: young children dropping out of
school because they must learn the basic subjects in a language
they do not speak. However, in a remote, peaceful region of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, this trend is being reversed.
Ngbaka language communities are proud of their language
which has around 1.5 million speakers. The children are now
starting their education in the language they use at home.
Once these children understand that learning is achievable,
they are then learning French, the official language, and
progressing through their classes with success.
The government is not able to provide books for the schools
nor the teacher training needed. This project also provides
for classroom supplies in the 114 schools in the program.
As more teachers are trained, neighbouring schools are able
to adopt the multilingual education approach. Wycliffe Relief
and Development Foundation (WRDF) is picking up this
project that has been in progress for three years.
Target: A$55,000 per year

National Trainee
Consultant Study Tour

WYCLIFFE
FIELD SUPPORT
PROJECT

Project 8395 (WFSP)

National translation consultants are at a distinct disadvantage if
many geographical and cultural concepts in the Bible are foreign
to them. The Wycliffe Australia Israel Study Tour provides an
opportunity for Bible translation consultants and consultants-intraining to visit many sites in Israel where Old Testament and New
Testament events occurred. They also get to meet other mothertongue translators studying Hebrew in Jerusalem in preparation
to translate the Old Testament into their own languages.
The cost for each student will be about $7,400 (depending on
airfares). Approximately 50% of this funding is being provided
by the African and South Asian organisations from which the
consultants are coming. This funding covers all their expenses
in Israel, including travel, accommodation, food, entry to
national parks and the costs of an experienced tour guide.
Target: A$34,500

Scripture Engagement
in North-East PNG
Project 8519 (WFSP)

WYCLIFFE
FIELD SUPPORT
PROJECT

We are excited to share an update about the Scripture
Engagement project continuing in the town of Amele, Papua
New Guinea. A Culture Meets Scripture workshop was facilitated
by national trainees earlier in the year.
One of the leaders of the language group, Joel, says that the
37 students who attended the workshop are now travelling to
neighbouring churches to share the material that they learned.
They go out in teams of 6 or 7 and spend one week at each of
seven different churches. During this time of sharing, the students
are leading the church members to apply the CmS method to a
local custom and to see if they are bringing honour and glory to
God or to other spirits. Leaders of these churches are expressing
their support of the material and the need to continue to apply
it to their lives. Local leaders have also led the workshop in the
neighbouring Wampar language.
The program is also going to be shared at the congregational
conference in the area. One congregation is made up of
9 churches, another is made up of 6 churches and the third
congregation is made up of 7 churches. At this conference,
representatives from churches in all three congregations
will be present.
Translation advisor, Lynda, shares: ‘It is encouraging to see
this first group of trainers rising up to lead others by facilitating
this workshop! The discipled are already discipling.’
Target: A$16,500

Baka Pygmy Multilingual
Education Program
Project 8309 (WFSP)

WYCLIFFE
FIELD SUPPORT
PROJECT

This project supports the Baka Intercultural Multilingual Education
Project (BIMLEP). It aims to restore dignity to the Baka people in
Cameroon and Gabon. Due to increased deforestation, mining
and poaching, the Baka are facing increasing problems in
adequately accessing the forest resources they have relied on as
nomadic hunters. They are also marginalised by their neighbours
who often use them as objects of tourism to earn money.
The program teaches Baka people life skills including how to
read and write their language, heal from trauma, and learn
practical vocational training. In trauma healing workshops earlier
this year, 39 participants identified causes of trauma in their
communities. The training was a blessing to the village as it led
to curbing constant quarrels among families, neighbours and
villagers. One of the participants says that the training has been
a blessing for him, as he has learnt how to tactfully handle
trauma cases everywhere he goes.
A fish farming project initiative has also been introduced as
a result of brainstorming about functional literacy. The Bakas
normally travel for months in the forest, fishing in marshy areas
for survival. This project targets learning via practical activities
like fish farming to give the people experience in using their
language in conjunction with learning sustainable practices
to help feed the community.
Donations to this project will help ensure that more Baka
people can attend trauma healing workshops, gain literacy
skills and learn how to provide for their families.
Target: A$22,932

If you would like to discuss any of the
Ministry Resourcing projects, please contact:
Kristen Hoglund: projects-admin@wycliffe.org.au
Greg Conwell: ceo@wycliffefoundation.org.au
Or call (03) 9712 2777

